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For more information about the Solihull Approach in Kent training and practice development sessions please contact
Isle of Wight
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   PRACTICE DEVELOPMENT SESSIONS

  Information for Practitioners 
  and their Managers
INTRODUCTION
As part of the training of the children and young people’s workforce across Isle of Wight, frontline staff are being trained in the Solihull Approach.  This training consists of a 2 day foundation training course and 6 practice development sessions.  
PURPOSE OF THE SESSIONS

The purpose of these sessions is to help embed the framework into practitioners’ practice.  This is done through the discussion of cases and how practitioners have applied the approach in those cases.  The idea is that learning will occur through reflection, peer support and the input of the practice development facilitator, who is experienced in the approach.  

WHY DO WE OFFER THESE SESSIONS?

Research on the Solihull Approach has clearly demonstrated the importance of sessions to discuss the application of the approach to cases in terms of embedding the approach into people’s practice.  These practice development sessions of the Solihull Approach do not replace organisational supervision.  It is important that agencies think about the support needs of their staff internally.  

It is important that practitioners and managers understand that these sessions:

· are essential to the practice of the approach

· are not clinical supervision but rather to enable practitioners to put the approach into practice with the cases they are working with.
CONCERNS ABOUT THE SAFETY OF A YOUNG PERSON
If you are concerned about the safety of a young person either due to issues relating to child protection or their mental health you need to follow your organisation’s protocol for dealing with mental health problems and child protection.  If you are uncertain about a case you are working with, you can call your local social services duty team to discuss child protection issues or you local Specialist Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services for a consultation on the case.  

CONTACT PERSON IN YOUR AREA
If you need to talk to someone in between practice development sessions to discuss any issues related to the Solihull Approach please call:

Name: ______________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________________________

Please remember

It is important to emphasise that these sessions do not replace the need for practitioners to be getting supervision or support within their own agencies.  These practice development sessions are about embedding the approach within the practitioners practice.  
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